Acs lNMeTposa

«Mmga ans B3pocrnoro»

— Kro a7?

— Tbl ManNeHbKNN 3aN4uK.

— Ara. A KTo 9 eLlwg?

— MmmMm, — mama 3agymanach, — eLwé Tbl ManeHbkas cobadka.

— Ara, a ewwlg?

— [Mo-moemy, gocTtato4dHo. Tl y>ke 1 Tak 3an4mK n cobadka.

— A 3an4mk 1 cobayka, HO A KTO-TO eLLE, KTO-TO O4E€Hb-04EHb ManeHbKun, KTo 97?

— ManeHbKWIA... KPOKOOAUITBYNK?

— He-e-eT.

— ManeHbKuiA... CNOHUK?

— HerT, crnoHuK — aTo CnuLKkom GaHanbHo.

— Hy, Torga s He 3Hato.

— A Tbl nogyman.

— ManeHbKu1I... rycuk?

— [Ha A elle s maneHbKkuin Komo4ek!

— Komouek — aTo yxxe cnuwwkoMm. [JaBan Tbl Oyaellb Kem-To nobornbLie?

— Het. A maneHbkuin. A ManeHbKnM KOMOYEK, 3andunKk n cobadka. M nécuk.

— Mécuk n cobayka ogHO U1 TOXe.

— Her, He oaHo.

— Hy, nagHo.

— Kak? Yxxe Bc&? Hy, mam, Hy nourpan co MHOWN eLlé HEMHOXEYKO!

— Mbl yxe n Tak nepebpanu Bcex 3eepen. Hy, xoyellb ObiTb ManeHbKON CBUHKON?

— Cawma Tbl cBMHKa!

Tak y Hac goma 3akaH4ymBarcs Kaxabln Bevep. Nepen cHOM MamMa npuxoansia MeHs
nouenoeatb, 1 Mbl Urpanu. Mama gosmkHa Obina npuaymMbiBaTh 4151 MEHS pa3Hble JTacKoBble
Ha3BaHus. A A nnbo cornawancsa Ha Hux, Nnbo He cornawanca. B pesynsrate y MeHs
Habparnacb Lenas ropa pasHbiX KIn4ek.

— A 9 NOX0X Ha MarneHbKOro KysHednka?

— Her, Ky3Heuuk — 3TO HacekoMoe, — roBopuna Mama.

— A To)Xe HacekoMmoe!

— Yto TbI rMynocTu roBopuLlb! — cepamnack Mama.

— A ManeHbKNin CBEPYOK.

Kpome knunyek, s ewwé xoten, 4Tobbl MeHs HasblBanu pasHbiMu MMeHamu: [eTt4q, Baca, BaHs.
Mama Hago MHoWM nodLy4vmBana, Mbl BMECTE CMENUCh, 1 BCE ObINo XOPOLLO, NOKa OAHaXadbl He
CNy4YnIioCh y>KacHoe.

[MpoLUron OCeHblO B LLKOME HOBas yyuTenbHMLA N0 YTEHUIO NPOBEpPSNa, BCe N B Kracce, U,
Korga oHa ckasana: «[leta JlanwuHy», 1 aBToMaTuyYeckn NogHSAN pykKy.

— Tol MeTa JlanwuH? — cnpocuna oHa.



— Het. A Buta ®egswies.

YynTenbHMLa O4eHb CTPaHHO Ha MeHs MOCMOTPENa, a 4 He 3Har, Kak el 06 bACHUTb, YTO Mama
nHorga HasblBaeT MeHs eTten.

Mocne ypoka yunTenbHULa nogoLuna Ko MHe 1 Cnpocuna, Bcerda nu s oTknmMkaroch Ha MeTio. A
ckasan, 4To, B obLiem, ga. Torga oHa cnpocun, OTKnMKatck nn g Ha Cawy. U a otBeTun, 4to, B
obuwem, Toxe ga. OHa kak OyaTo COBCEM He yaMBMIIach U NoNpocura nepedncnnTb BCe NMMEHa,
Ha KOTopble A OTKNMUKaKCh. A Havan:

— [leTa, BaHsa, KoctatuH...

— KoHCTaHTUH? — noBTOpMna oHa.

— HeTt. KoctatuH. [MoTOMY YTO Yy MEHA OYEHb LLUMPOKME KOCTH.

YuntenbHuLa npuypunach, BHAMATENbHO rMaaa MHe B rnasa.

— Tak JOKTOp ckasan, — yTO4HWA £, YTOObl OHa He agymana, 6yaTo 9 counHsato, — Hy, Tak BOT...
Ho oHa He gana MHe 3aKoH4YUTb, CKasana, YTo BCE NoHdAna. A Ha crnegyrwmnin eHb MOe Mmame
NMO3BOHMMA KraccHas pykoBoguTernbHuua. A TOYHO He 3Hato, 0 YEM OHa BecefoBana ¢ Mamon,
HO Mama 6bina HegoBornbHa. [lepea CHOM OHa, Kak Bcerga, NpuLLnia Ko MHe B KOMHaTy, HO
BMECTO TOro, 4Tobbl nourpaTe CO MHOW, BOAPYr caenanacb CEpAUTON 1 3asBuna, 4To B UMeHa
Mbl BorbLUE UrpaTtb He Bygem.

— [Nouemy?

— Tak Henb34. Tbl Tak HUKOrAA He MOB3POCHeeLLb.

— Movemy?

— [MoToMy 4TO B3pOCHbIA YENOBEK OT MaNEeHbKOro OTNIMYaeTCa TEM, YTO MOHUMAET, KTO OH.

— A noHumato, k1o A! NPOCTO MEHS HECKONBKO, S1 MareHbkui Hapoga!

— HeT. Tbl He Hapoga, Tbl ManbyuK. Tebs 30ByT Buts.

— Ho g He xo4y, 4To6bl MeHs 3Banu Buts.

— MeHs 3710 He nHTepecyeT. C 3aBTpaLUHEro gHS HUKaKUX MMEH! — Mama pa3BepHynach u
OTKpbINa gBepb.

— To ecTb cerogHsi Mbl €LLE MOXEM nourpatb?

[Bepb 3axnonHynack 6e3 oTeeTa.

Houbto 9 He COMKHYN rnas. A He Mor paccTaTbCs Co CBOMMU MMeHaMn. OHU BbInNK XuBbiMU. OHK
ObINM YacTbio MEeHS — Kaxkaoe no-ceoeMy. BaHsa nrpan Ha cakcodoHe. NeTsa pucosan
akBapernbto Mope. KoctatunH 3aHnmarncs 6opbbon. U Bopyr MeHst 03apuna reHmanbHas MblCrib.
YT0, ecnn MHe camoMy Hay4MTbCs UrpaTb Ha cakcodoHe, 3aHAaTbca 6opbbon 1 pucoBaHnem?
YTpom 4 B6exan B poauTernbCKyr cnanbHIO U Ha Xody Bbinanun:

— Mawma, mam, g Xo4uy NOUTU B XyOOXKECTBEHHYHO LLKOMY, B MYy3blKarbHYHO LLKOMY U B CMIOPTUBHYHO
wkony! Torga g BCe cBOM MMEHa cBeay B OA4HO.

Mama co cHa Jomnro He Morfa NoHSATb, 0 YEM 4 TBEPXKY, a MOTOM Cena Ha KpoBaTh 1 O4EHb
CepbE&3HO nNpounsHecna:

— Wpes xopoluas, Ho NnpuaéTcs BbibpaTh YTO-TO OOHO.

— Ho mam, 5 xe Tebe roBopto, B TOM-TO 1 BECb CMbICII, YTO 9 OOIMKEH 3aHATLCHA BCEM Cpaay,
Toraa MHe ByayT He HY>XHbl AOMOSNHUTENbHbIE UMEHaA.

— A 4 Tebe roBopto, YTO B3pOCHbIe MOAN AOMKHbI BbIOpaTh. Tbl HE MOXeELLb AenaTb BCE cpasy
1 6bITb BCEMU OQHOBPEMEHHO.

— Ho kak s Bbibepy?

— Hy, Ha4HK ¢ Yero-HMOyAb, a TaM NOCMOTPUM.



C Toro camoro gHsi NPOLLEN NoYTW rog, a 8 ycnen nepebpaTb Bcero Asa nmeHu. A nonpobosan
puvcoBaTb, HUYErO He BbILMO, M A NOHAN, 4TO A He [NeTa. 3atem 9 Havan 3aHnmaTbes 6opbbon,
HO MHE He NOHPaBUNOCh, U A NOHAM, 4YTO S He KocTaTuH. 3aBTpa A nongy B My3blKanbHbIN
knacc. A1 o4eHb 60K0Cb, MOTOMY YTO BAPYT OKaXETCH, YTO 51 He BaHa?

— Mawm, a MHe Xn3HW XBaTuT, YTOObI BbIbpaTh cebe nmsa?

— [JormKHO XBaTUTb.

— A ecnu He XBaTuT, TO Tbl HE PacCTPOULLBLCA?

— 41 He paccTpotock, HO Tebe XBaTUT XM3HU. A Tenepb Cnu.

— Mawm, nogoxaun, s xoten y 1ebs eLé Koe-4To CnpocuTb.

—Yro?

— A Tbl He paccepauwbea?

— He paccepxycb.

— NMpaega, 9 NOXOX Ha ManeHbKoro ceepyka’?

Asya Petrova
A Name for a Grown-Up
Translated by Elizaveta Lyons

- Who am 1?

- You're a little bunny.

- Mmm-hmm. And who else?

- Hmm, - Mom pondered, - you’re also a little puppy.

- Mmm-hmm, and who else?

- | think that’s enough. You're already a bunny and a puppy.

- I'm a bunny and a puppy, but I'm also someone else, someone very, very small. Who am 1?
- Alittle...crocodile?

- Nooo.

- Alittle...elephant?

- No, an elephant is too commonplace.

- Well, then | don’t know.

- Think about it.

- Alittle...goose?

- Yes, and I'm also a little lump!

- Alittle lump, well, that’s too much. Why don’t you be someone a little bigger?
- No. I'm small. I'm a little lump, a bunny, and a puppy. And a doggy.
- A puppy and a doggy are the same thing.

- No, not the same.

- Well, alright.

- What? That’s it? Oh, Mom, play with me a little more!



- We've already gone through all the animals. Oh, do you want to be a little piggy?

- You’re a piggy!

This is how every evening would end at our house. Before bed, Mom would come to kiss me
goodnight, and we would play. Mom would have to come up with different cute names for me.
And | would either agree to them, or | wouldn’t. As a result, | ended up with a whole pile of
various nicknames.

- Do | look like a little grasshopper?

- No, a grasshopper is an insect, - said Mom.

- I'm an insect too!

- What nonsense! - Mom got annoyed.

- I'm a little cricket.

Aside from nicknames, | also wanted to be called by different names: Petya, Vasya, Vanya.
Mom teased me, we laughed together, and everything was great, until one day something
terrible happened.

Last fall at school, the new literacy teacher was taking attendance, and when she said “Petya
Lapshin,” | automatically raised my hand.

- Are you Petya Lapshin? - she asked.

- No. I'm Vitya Fedyashev.

The teacher looked at me very strangely, and | didn’t know how to explain to her that Mom
sometimes calls me Petya.

After the lesson, the teacher came up to me and asked if | always go by Petya. | said that,
basically, yes. Then she asked if | go by Sasha. | answered that, basically, also yes. She didn’t
seem surprised and asked me to list all the names | go by. | started:

- Petya, Vanya, Boneslav...

- Bronislav? - she repeated.

- No. Boneslav. Because | have very wide bones.

The teacher narrowed her eyes, looking at me intently.

- The doctor said so, - | explained, so that she wouldn’t think | was making things up, - Well,
then...

But she wouldn’t let me finish, saying that she got it. On the next day, the homeroom teacher
called my mom. | don’t know exactly what they were talking about, but Mom was not happy.
Before bed, she came into my room as always, but instead of playing with me, she became
angry and stated that we weren’t going to be playing the name game anymore.

- Why?

- That’s not right. This way, you’ll never grow up.

- Why?

- Because unlike a child, a grown-up understands who they are.

- l understand who | am! It’s just that there are multiple of me, I'm a little colony!

- No. You’re not a colony, you're a boy. Your name is Vitya.

- But | don’t want to be named Vitya.

- I'm not interested in that. Starting tomorrow, no names! - Mom turned around and opened the
door.

- So today we can still play?

The door slammed shut without a reply.



At night, | didn’t sleep a wink. | couldn’t part with my names. They were alive. They were a part
of me, each in their own way. Vanya played the saxophone. Petya painted the sea with
watercolors. Boneslav did wrestling. Then suddenly, | had a stroke of genius. What if | myself
learned how to play the saxophone, do wrestling, and paint?

In the morning, | ran into my parents’ bedroom and on the way blurted out:

- Mom, mom, | want to go to art school, and music school, and sports school! Then I'll be able to
combine all my names into one!

Half-awake, Mom couldn’t understand what | was talking about for a while, but then she sat on
the bed and announced very seriously:

- It's a good idea, but you'll have to pick one thing.

- But Mom, I'm telling you, that’s the whole point, that | have to do everything at once, then |
won’t need extra names.

- And I'm telling you that grown-ups have to choose. You can’t do everything at once and be
everyone at the same time.

- But how will | choose?

- Well, start with something, and then we’ll see.

Almost a year has passed since that day, and | was only able to go through two names. | tried
painting, but it didn’t work out, and | realized that I'm not Petya. Then, | tried wrestling, but |
didn’t like it, and | understood that I'm not Boneslav. Tomorrow I’'m going to music school. I'm
really worried, because what if I'm not Vanya?

- Mom, do | have enough time in my life to choose a name?

- You should have enough.

- And if | don’t have enough time, will you be upset?

- 1 won’t be upset, but you’ll have enough time. Now sleep.

- Mom, wait, | wanted to ask you something.

- What is it?

- Will you get mad?

- | won't.

- Do you think | look like a little cricket?



